
Llandaff ð B angladesh Partnership 

 

The visit of Revd. Sunil Mankhin to the diocese in 

September put a face to the new partner relationship the 

diocese has formed with the Church of Bangladesh. 

Sunil returned to Bangladesh to be consecrated as the 

new Bishop of Kushtia.  
 

 
 

 

These past few months have been a time of considerable 

change for the Church of Bangladesh. With a new Bishop 

on the scene, the opportunity was taken to move the Bishopõs 

house in Dhaka, and with it the diocesan and provincial 

offices, to a new and more accessible part of town. Things are 

now settling down and the Church is ready to move forward 

on the partnership relationship with Llandaff. 

 

And time for us here in Llandaff to do the same, time to 

consider what part YOUR parish can play in fostering 

the relationship. 

 



A drop in the ocean ð or yeast at work? 
 

There are about half a million Christians in 

Bangladesh, in a total population of 150 million 

ð one third of one per cent!  The majority of 

Christians are Roman Catholics and Baptists 

and members of The Church of Bangladesh 

number only about 20,000, in 70 congregations, 

with 20 clergy. 

 

 
 

It is small ð but small can be beautiful.  Certainly in its outreach to and 

impact on the wider community ð as one recent visitor described it ð 

the Church boxes well above its weight. Through its schools, 

hospitals and social development programmes it serves the whole 

community, and itõs work is highly respected. 

 

 



Parish Life 

Though the Church of Bangladesh as a whole is small, most parishes are 

large with a busy life. The Church tends to be the centre of all community 

life for its members ð with worship at its heart. 

 

The Church has developed a 

style of worship that really 

belongs to the land and people. It 

has always had a rich musical 

tradition, with hymns of its own ð 

rather than just borrowed from the 

West!  

 

  

 

While worship is at the centre of 

their life, very few congregations ð 

even the poorest ones ð will not 

also be involved in service of the 

wider community. And in that no 

distinction is made between 

Christian, Muslim or Hindu ð it is 

only need that matters.       

 
 

It continues to grow, with outreach 

especially into the tribal 

communities. Bishop Sunil has 

baptised some 800 new 

Christians in recent years. One 

of the churches in our diocese, in 

raising funds for its own repair, 

has given half of what was raised 

to help build a new church in 

Bangladesh. 

 



The Churchõs Schools  
 

- one example of service 

 

 

 
 

 

For older people who have 

missed out on their education, 

there is a functional literacy 

programme.  It lasts seven months 

and imparts a basic level of 

literacy and numeracy, and is 

aimed especially at poor women.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Education has always been a 

priority of the Churchõs mission.  

It still devotes a considerable 

proportion of its resources to it. 

The Church runs 3 high schools 

and 35 primary schools, educating 

over 3,000 children. Places in the 

schools are highly prized, so good 

is their reputation.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

And of course, every 

church has its Sunday 

School!


